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competition : the barrier has changed its shape rather
than its position. When men are nearly alike, and all
follow the same track, it is very difficult for any one
individual to walk quickly and cleave a way through -1
the dense throng which surrounds and presses him.
This constant strife between the propensities springing
from the equality of conditions and the means it
supplies to satisfy them harasses and wearies the mind.
It is possible to conceive men arrived at a degree
of freedom which should completely content them ;
they would then enjoy their independence without
anxiety and without impatience. But men will never
establish any equality with which they can be con-
tented. Whatever efforts a people may make, they
will never succeed in reducing all the conditions of
society to a perfect level; and even if they unhappily
attained that absolute and complete depression, the
inequality of minds would still remain, which, coming
directly from the hand of God, will for ever escapade ,
laws of man. However democratic, then, the social
state and the political constitution of a people may
be, it is certain that every member of the community
will always find out several points about him that
command his own position ; and we may foresee that
his looks will be doggedly fixed in that direction.
When inequality of conditions is the common law of
society, the most marked inequalities do not strike
the eye : when everything is nearly on the same level,
the slightest are marked enough to hurt it. Hence the
desire of equality always becomes more insatiable in
proportion as equality is more complete.
Among  democratic nations  men  easily attain a
certain equality of conditions :  they can never attain*
the equality they desire.    It perpetually retires from
before them, yet without hiding itself from their sight,
and in retiring draws them on.   At every moment they